_Spmodall Bericht. 


The spiritual a, of ra Cürreh. 
reflected in its outward. activities. 


Verhandlungen der erften Verfammlung 
a 2 IE der | 

ee Exaneli fh: Sutheri ichen Diftriftefynode | 
“ en: dont Bacific NRorthweit 


EHER x; ne r 
Yo a Fr AR 
REM s; La 


| gehalten in der | 
, Evang. - Ruth. Gnadengemeinde 
ee zu aim, Balingn, vom 18.—21. Juli 1918. 


nn 


Proceedings of the first meeting 
ee afthe: - 
Ev. Luth. District 
eat the 
Prreilie Northwest 
held in | N 


Grace Ev. Luth. Gongregation 
at Yakima, Wash,, July 18-21, 1918. 


# 
& 
2 


AR (' 3 St Te ’ * Mn 1; e ER N Rs Y ae vis ae »$ e de AT eu} RL HM wi N, 
Ye . } ; Y f 4 
f 2 ; 7F R 
rn 2» i ER 2 
j s TER 3 PM 
Er Pi, A BEN 
x N a FR ' 
AH W Kr 
5 ä s 47 BEER j 
N 3 ä i 
AR, ’ 
7% : Ey 
cn r 3 ö ; E s oe, \ 
” 2- E28 { 
2 ee, > BR 
ä 4 h f # 
” N £ ns 
—eEsEEEEEEEERGEREEEEEIEEETEEEEEFEEREFEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEBESREERERENEETEESTEREEREIEEEEEEREEREREEEGEEEREHEN. Ess > SESEEREEEERREEEESEGREERRETEKRENEGSEREEERSEE. 397 SeHERssBETEREEBEEE 


The spiritual condition of the Church 
reflected in its outward actıvities. 


Verhandlungen der eriten VBerianmlung 
der 
Suangeliich - Qutheriihen Diftriftsiynode 
von Pacific Northweit 
gehalten in der 
Evang. - Ruth. Gnadengenteinde 
zu Yakima, Wafhingten, vom 18.—21. Yuli 1918. 
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Pacific Northwest 
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1 Einleitendes. 


Einer berzliden Einladung der Gnadengemeinde de Herrn 
PBaltor Fr. Soll zu Yalima, Washington, gemäß hielt der Bacific 
Northmeit Synodaldijtrift feine erjte, die Re I 
lung in deren Mitte ab. 

Seh3 Sikungen wurden abgehalten. Die erfte Sikung am 
Nachmittag des 18. suli eröffnete der Ort3paftor mit einem furzen 
Öottesdienjt, dem er eine furze Begrüßungsrede anjchloß. Del der 
Eröffnung der andern Sikungen fungierte Serr Bajtor 3.8 . Epp- 
ling al3 Raplar. 

Simei Bormittagsfigungen wurden heran geivid- 
RR met, in welchen Herr Baltor R. Ave - Lallemant den Synodalen eine 
38 engliide Arbeit vorlegte über daS Thema: “The spiritual con- 
Bi.“ dition of the Church as reflected in its outward activities.” 
Ba Dieje Arbeit findet der Lefer in diefem Bericht. 

A Negen der Fülle der vorliegenden Geichäfte wurden die übrigen 
RR Situngen diejen gewidmet. Unfer Allgemeiner Bräfes, Herr Baitor 
2 ©. €. Bergemann, der zu unjer aller Freude die weite NReije von 
Wisconfin gemacht, um unfer Gait zu jein, leitete die erite Sikung 
al3 temporärer Borjiker. Darum mußte e3 glatt und fein gehen. ° 
Der erite öffentlihe Gottesdienst, der Eröffnungsgottesdienit 
mit Abendmahlsfeier, fand am Abend des eriten Sikungstages ftatt. 
Herr Baltor 2. E. Krug hielt die Predigt über Zufa3 17, 11—19. 
Am Synodalionntage feierte die Ortsgemeinde gleich ihr dies- 
jähriges Miffionzfeit. Vormittags in der Kirche predigte Präjes 
- Bergemann über 1. Soh. 1, 1—A. 
| Der Nakhmittagsgottesdienit fand auf der “Lawn” im Schat- 
ten der Sirche jtatt. Die Baltoren 3%. 3. Eppling (über Marfus 
16, 15) und R. €. Ave - Zallemant (über ee 3, 21—24) hielten 
engliiche Bredigten, Bräfes Bergemann fügte einen furzen Vortrag 
über Board of Army and Navy U. S. A. diefen bei. 


a  Baftoren: Namenlifte (Roll Call). 


Name: Aöreile: 
R.E.Ave-Zallemant 515 So. 27th St., Tacoma, Wafh. 


2. &. Arug White Bluffs, Wafh. 

Ftiedr. 9. R. Soll 113 N. 6th Ave, Yafıma, Wayh. . 
Ewald 3%. Rirft*  507NR. SampjonSt., Ellensburg, Walh. 
.B. 1108 — Tth &t., Clarf3ton, Wafh. 
3.8. Eppling 863 €. Glilan St, Bortland, Dregon. 
RB. Riedel Dmal, WVafh. ib 
&. &. Saale Mansfield, Waih. 


_* Mbmefjend (Absent). 


ananmwmr 
= 
& 
2 
jesg, 


2. Karl Lemte | FR Gemeinde, Satima, | 
3. August Matthiefen . St. Sohannes - Gemeinde, Manz 
4. Beter Arp St. Kohannes - Gemeinde, Ele a 
5. Sred Krug. Y RN a, a 


Dmat, Gllensburg, Mafh., und en Re, Kofep , 
‚Tonnten nicht zugegen fein und wurden ertiigin = 


_ Beratendes Glied (Advisory member): RR 
Präfes G. €. Bergemann Fond du Lac, win Ei 
Sie (Guests): ae / : 5 


Karl Freytag En fear Ba. 
A. C. Boldt _ Kennewwid, Balh. . 


‚ Glieber aus der Ortenernäinie, 


Gejhäftsperhandlungen. 
(BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS.) 
1. Wahlen (Election of officers). 
'  -Bräjes: Paitor 3. Soll. 
1. Bizepräfes: Paftor N. Ave - Lallemant. 
2. Bizepräjes: Baltor 2. &. Arug. 
Sefretär und Schriftführer: Se RB. B. Hap. 
Diftriftöfaffierer (Treasurer): PB. I. Walk, Clarfston, Wafh. 


Rebifionsfomitee: Peter Arp (Borfiker), d. D, Müller, 9. 
Wundram. 


VBilitator: Baftor R. Ave - Lallemant. 

Zofalihakmeiiter (Local treasurer): Gujtad Dodhomw, Nafıma. 
Chronift: Paitor &. €. Krug. 

Railroad Secretary: Baitor 3%. S. Eppling. 


2.. Konjtitution (Constitution). 


Die von der Allgemeinen Synode den Diltriften zur Annahme 
empfohlene Konstitution wurde angenommen. 
The constitution recommended by the Joint Synod to its 


. several districts for acceptance was adopted. 


3. Sahresberichte unjerer Anftalten. 


Dieje Berichte wurden vorgelejen und beiproden. Das SHer- 
borjtechendite diejer Berichte ift, daß unjre Lehranftalten nicht genü- 
gend mit Schülern bejchidt worden find. Weil fie aber da3 Herz 
unjerer ganzen Synodalarbeit find und weil wir jet fhon an einem 
empfindlichen Mangel an Arbeitsfräften leiden, fo iit e8 nicht genü- 
-gend, dieje traurige Lage einfadh zu bedauern, fondern vor allen 
Dingen nötig, jelbjt ans Werf zu gehen, fromme und begabte Schü- 
fer zu werben und Gelder aufzubringen für ihre und der Lehrfräfte 
$ Unterftüßung. 


Annual Reports of Our Educational Institutions. 


The reports of our higher institutions (Teachers’ Semi- 
nary and Progymnasium at New Ulm, Minn., Progymnasium 
at Saginaw, Mich., Northwestern College at Watertown, Wis,, 
Theological Seminary at Wauwatosa, Wis.) were read and 
discussed. The outstanding fact of them is, that our institu- 
tions have not by far received the desired enrollment. Since 
our colleges are the heart of our whole synodical work and 
since we are even now handicapped by a lack of laborers in 


the ministry, it is most necessary not AR to regret a .de- 
 pressing situation but every one of us must make an earnest 
effort to win students for our institutions, especially to i 
crease the number of those who are willing to prepare the: 
selves for the ministry and, last but not least, give ‚them a 
our educational forces his financial support. 


4. Jahresbericht der Kommilfion für Indianermiffion, 


Diefer Bericht enthält einerjeit3 Erfreuliches, namlid) daß ie 
109 Sndianerihüler in unjeren Miffionsfchulen (Globe ausgeno 
men) lebe durften, andrerjeit3 aber aud) ‚Betrübendes, nä 


Va Der „Zord - Bericht“ ea da nit bon "nn 
wegen“, fondern um der Gefcjichte willen. i 


Annual Report of the Board for Indian Mission. 


The Joint Synod carries on Mission work among f 
Apache Indians in Arizona. There are at present four mis- 
sionaries, viz., the Revs. Guenther (Superintendent), Zube 
bier, “Uplegger, Rosin, stationed at Ft. Apache (East Fork), 
Cibecue, Globe and Peridot (near San Carlos) respectively 
A little work has also been done at re Der 


the Apache in his tepee and especially in keeping Br. 
the children. The report shows that during the last yea 
Indian children were instructed in our Mission schools, G 
excluded; that is surely fine! The report also shows t 
. few of our missionaries had to leave the Reservation up 
wishes of the Government officials, that was not as fine, i 
hampered our work. To carry on this work, approximately 
$10,000.00 are necessary annually. This wörk . deser 
‚our every support. 


5. Sahresbericht über dag Atenheim zu Belle Beine. . = 


Wir freuen uns über den erwähnten Neubau, der unterm } 
werden fonnte troß der teuren Zeiten, eben weil eine Summe di 
$20,000.00 vorrätig war. 


Alkaal Report for the Home for the en at Belle ® 
Minn. | 


. asum of 20.800.001 is at hand. 


6. Bericht der Neifepredigerfommiffion der Allgemeinen Synode, 


Der Allgemeine Bräjes Bergemann fügte zu diefem Berichte 
erflärend hinzu, daß die Neijeprediger, die von jekt an gefandt wer- 
den, unter der Direktion der Allgemeinen Synode jtehen, die durch 
eine Rommiffion vertreten it; Braies 3. Soll At Vertreter aus 
unjerm Diltrift. 


Report of the Home Mission Board of the Joint Synod. 


This Board consisting of the Pastors R. Siegler and A. C. 
Haase and Mr. J. H. Schacht in its report states among other 
things that one purpose of the “Joint Synod Fusion” was also 
to avoid/as far as we Christians are concerned, all misdirect- 
ing and waste of means, energies and labors in our Home Mis- 
sion work; that all possible care must now be taken to spread . 
the Gospel as far as possible with the means at our disposal; 
that we now regard this work as “Joint work’ and not only 
as “District work.” 


This Board also recommends to give @very minister in 
our mission fields not less than $720.00 per annum. 


To this report the Rev. G. E. Bergemann at our meeting 
made an explanatory addition, viz., the missionaries sent out 
from now on are and remain under the jurisdiction of the 


Joint Synod, which is represented by a committee until the 


respective congregation or mission field is self supporting. 
President F. Soll is the Representative of this Committee in 
our District. 


(, Board for Army and Navy U. S. A. 


Über dieje Arbeit eritattete der Allgemeine PBrajes einen münd- 
fihen Bericht, ungefähr wie folgt: Wir haben da3 Komitee der 
Milfouriiynode zu dem unstigen gemacht und diefem unjer eigenes 
beratend zur Seite geitellt. Dies Komitee hat bis jeßt 37 Bajtoren 
in den Dienjt gejtellt, 12 weitere werden jet gewünjcht. Von der 
Regierung find 7 Rapläane (einer jet in Franfreich) berufen worden. 
75 Baitoren tun neben ihrer Gemeindearbeit die Arbeit in den 


‚Camps. 3 werden “huts” errichtet für die Soldaten, zwei find 


fertig, mehrere find geplant. Nach der Berechnung des Yinanz- 
fomitees, da vor furzgem dem Army and Navy Board wegen der 
riefigen Arbeit zur Seite geitellt wurde, hat die Allgemeine Synode 
im fommenden Sabre $80,000.00 für diefe Arbeit aufzubringen. 
Dies joll geichehen in den nädhjften Monaten und zwar fo, daß unjer 
Synodalhaushalt nicht darunter leidet. Dies ift etivas extra. Auf 
BWunih des FSinanzfomitees, daß in jedem Diitrift eine Vertretung 


N jet, ift Baftor Soll al3 Vertreter für unfern Diftrift ernannt worden. 


vide Fe for the needs of these our own ee A Board 
has been appointed with headquarters in the City Hall ‚Squa 
.... Bldg., Chicago, representing now the Missouri Synod anı 
0... Joint Synod. This Board together with an Advisory Com: 
tee of the Joint Synod directs all the mission work among 
soldier and sailor boys and up to date has placed 37 camp pa 


has called 7 Chaplains (st is now in France); 75 other pas as- 
. tors are doing the work in the camps besides their congrega 

. tional work, two “huts” have been erected for the boys, o 
are planned. The Finance Committee of this Board in 
us that $400,000.00 are necessary to carry on this wor 
May, 1919; the share “ the Joint Synod is ee en 


 mittee, that nn have a representative in every a R 
Soll had been nominated as our representativee 7 


8. Treasurer’s Report (Pajtor Ew. 3. Kirk). 


‚Disbursements Nov. 9, 


as follows: N, 
General Bund wu une ee 
(General Institutlons va... u aa 
Synod Reports 2... u en 
Honte Mission. si... nie 
3 Church Extension... de. 
Jubilee Rund \.2...2 0. „au eve 
Armysand Navy... 12..50.0. Dan 


Hospital, San Antonio, EN N  . 

Penston’ Fund u, u ee 

Indian Mission ER E BEREL 
EEE 


Total disbursements ERS rc . 5 


The undersigned committee has examined the ine 
statement of receipts.and disbursements and ice 
correct, 


Yakima, Wash., July 21, 1918. 


9. Revifion der Konftitution der Allgemeinen Synode. 
Die Vorjchläge des Romiteeberiht3 wurden gründlich befprocdhen. 


a) Beichlojjen, den empfohlenen Namen der Synode “Ev. 
Luth. Joint Synod. of Wisconsin and Other States” gutzu=- 
heißen. 

b) Beichlofien, die Empfehlung, einen Moderator zu wählen; 
gutzuhergen mit dem Amendement, daß der Moderator am Schluffe 
der einen Verfammlung- gewählt werde, um in der nädjiten Ber- 
ammlumng den Borfig zu führen. 

c) Beihlojien, Blan B (Nominationen für das “Board of 
Trustees’”) gutzubheißen. 

d) Beichlofien, alle übrigen Bunfte gutzuheißen. 


Revision of the Joint Synod’s Constitution: 
The proposed changes submitted by the committee were 
thoroughly discussed and acted upon. 


a) Resolved, to approve of the recommended name of the 
synod, “Ev.-Luth. Joint Synod of Wisconsin and other States.” 


b) Resolved, to approve of the proposed election of a 
Moderator, with the amendment that the Moderator .be elect- 
ed at the close of one meeting to act as chairman in the next. 


c) Resolved, that we favor Plan B (Nomination for the 
Board of Trustees). | 
. .d) Resolved, that we approve of all the other proposed 
points. (3-7.) 
10, Allgemeine Synode. 
Die Synode erwählte folgende Delegation für die Allgemeine 
Synode im Sahre 1919: 
- Baltoren: R. Ave - LYallemant; Stellvertreter: X. E. Arug. 
Gemeinden: Ziond, Kennewid; Stellvertreter: St. Pauls, 
Zacoma. i 
Joint Syn. 
The Synod elected the following delegation for the Joint 
Synod in 1919: 
Pastors: R. ee. Substitute, L. C. Krug. 
Congregation: Zion’s, Kennewick;; Substitute, St. Paul’s, 


-Tacoma. 


IR 11. Kadıite VBerjammlung. 
| - Drt: Mansfield, Wafh. Die herzliche Eiiledung des Delegaten 


a - Auguft Matthiefen wurde mit Dank angenommen. 


10— 


geil: Befcloffen, die Zeikbeitimmung ben Sonodaiemt R 
| überlaffen. (Etwa 10. bi 13. Suli 1919 SEC N 
<hemata der Zehrverhandlungen: 


a) Die Hirhe des Evangeliums it das Reich Gottes 5 (im 
lub an L2ufas 17, 20—23). Referent: Paltor 3. Soll. 


b) Is the teachfüg of the Restoration of Israel foun 
in Holy Writ? Referent: Pastor W. Lueckel, | 


N ext Convention. 


Place: Mansfield, Wash. The cordial invitation ne 
Mansfield delegate, Mr. AnSuN MEHHIS En was s accepted 
thanks. 


Time: The selection of the date was left to the Sy 
officials. (Proposed at or near July 10-13, 1919.) _. 


Themes for doctrinal discussions: 


a) The church of the gospel is the ung ES 
(With reference to Luke 17, 20-23.) By Pastor F. Soll. 


| b) Is the teaching of the Restöration of Israel found \ 
Holy Writ? By Pastor W. Lueckel. ns 


2, Neisefoften der Delegaten, 


a) Beihhloffen, in diejem Sabre die Neifefoiten. zu dert on | 
Erhebung von Rolleften in jeder Gemeinde; IA Kollekten 
den mas, a Me 


das Romitee ni drei Monate vor der en 
Gemeinden berichten, damit bei der nädjiten  . 
gehandelt werden Fann. 


Traveling Expenses of the Telegates, 


a) Resolved, to defray the expenses of the delegake 
year by raising collections in every congregation ; a = 
lections are to be sent to the Dh, un 


"which is to devise ways and means regarding. the DA 
this money in the future; that this committee FERN 


plan. 


PER En ar Ve) 
ee 
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| 13, Berfchiedenes, 


a) Baltor R. Ave - Zallemant wurde zum Berichterftatter für 
den Northwestern Lutheran und Paftor W. PB. Haß für das 
Gemeindeblatt erwählt. 

: b) Beihlojfen, an PBaltor Ewald Pirft ein Teilnahmg- und 
Zroftichreiben durdy den Sefretär richten zu Iaffen. 

c) Beichlojfen, den ernannten PBräfes 3. Soll ald Vertreter de3 
Sinanzlomitees des Boards for Army and Navy U, S. A. (ver- 
gleihe Punkt 7) zu beftätigen. 

d) Beichloffen, den Druf de Synodalbericht3 den Synodal- 
beamten zu überlajjen. 


Various Matters. 


i a) Pastor R. Ave-Lallemant was elected reporter for the 
Northwestern Lutheran and Pastor W. P. Hass for the Ge- 
meindeblatt. 

b) Resolved to send “Words of Comfort and Sympathy” 
through our Secretary to Pastor Ewald F. Kirst. 
c) Resolved, to confirm the nomination of President F. 
Soll as our representative of the Finance Committee of the 
| Army and Navy Board, U.S.A. (Cf. Point 7.) 
A d) Resolved, that the printing of our synodical report be 
N left to the discretion of the Synod’s officers. 


14. Danfesbeichlnt. 
Der gaitgebenden Gemeinde fowie der Pfarrfamilie dankte die 
Synode für die freundliche Beherbergung. 
Vote of Thanks. 
a The Synod voted thanks to the members of Grace Church 
ex and their pastor for their kind BESBE@UN. | 
15. Bertagung. 


Yn 21. Sul 1918, abend3 fehr fpät, wurde diefe erjte Ver- 

 —  Jammlung unferes Pacific Northmweit Dijtrift3 mit Gebet von unferm 
RR Präjes geihloffen. „Fürchte dich nicht, du Fleine Herde; denn e3. 
At eures Vaters Mohlgefallen, euch das Neich zu geben.“ Amen. 


Adjournment. 


At a late evening hour of July 21, 1918, this first conven- 
tion, if we may call it such, of our Pacific Northwest District 
was concluded with prayer by our President. “Fear not,‘ ‘little 
flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 


Br Kingdom.” Amen. W. P. HASS, Secretary. 
_Clarkston, Wash., August 5, a: 
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16, Bericht über die ken Fonds des 5 Rortfweftern 6 l 
vom 1. Juni 1917 bis 1. sum 1918. 3% 


Einnahmen. En 


© Supothefen abbezahlt . nn ne NEST TOO 
Bonds... en 1037.20=,72°5 
Gebühren für einer Mortgage. 2414,00 


 Bisfonto auf Bonds . ER RN 15.00 
TE es ne en una. 2OSR A 
PBermähtnis bon Maria Steinert .. ........ 1000.00 


\ Dom Allgemeinen Schatmeilter für dag Shm- re. 
0 nafium für Northiweitern College a  LIO.OG 
Be SAU AunSIUnD Ne eh ee Ba u KO 


4 


& ; "ueber 


E Raffenbeftand 1. Sun 1917 — Be “Ss 37.41 
Sn Hppothefen Era Ein sat 
Bonds gefauft . GREEN 5 LOW. Ole: 
eaten gefuf:.a... r . 100.00 
> Binfen auf gekaufte Bond3 und Spnolhelen.- 89.86 
tin Don Supothefen.. nu... 20.0: 1.00 


Aufbewahrung der Mertpapiere (Bor Rent). . 500. 92 
Verteilt an verschiedene onen EN den Be- 48 
fimmungen der Fonds . ee DEE 2.58 x 


Sn Kaffe am 1. 1918. RN 


in in Sänden de3 Berwalters und 
Veftimmungen, 


ER 


Sn Kannn PB Remis... ur un une ZunUn 00. 
Sür hilfsbedürftige Studenten in a ER 
ton. Ei 


Srau PBaltor Theo. Saedel . I 30000. 00 
Für Profefioren -&ehä Iter im Baleriomn 
und MWaumatofa. AR EN 

Bm. Dre. are 2016942 
3 für einen hilfebedürftigen Studenten En 

empfohlen vom PBaitor der Gemeinde n 

Manitomoe, und 4 für auswärtige Au a 

Es fion der Ev. - Luth. PORN TUN : Rh, 

rau Araufta Bogek 2, ER 500. 0.0 

Br Rouibiellern Soltge ; 


zw u 


zer Charlotte Dueller EN EIE 


Fur Northmeitern Götlege. 


Frau Zohanna Unftedt acc. 
Für Northmweitern College. 


Aug. ee, 
— Für Northmwejtern College. 


Beiedrig Dana BAR RER N 


Dur Nortihmeitern sr und Serie, 


3 - Für Zurnapparate. 

Em Charlotte ea RE ee 
Sur Heidenmilfion der Wisconfinfgnode 
Frau ea 
| Sür Zurnapparate, 

‚Frau Bertha N. ER IRT 
Für Rorthweitern College. 

Bufta DIoBe NE 
Für Rorthiweitern College. 
Frau Bar leer me. 2... 

Kür Northiweftern College. 
Gymnafium Due STORE. 2 9. 
Rap ünelten BalEge: m - Fond... 


nen Ralffen. 


Ne: 
ilfsbedür ürftige Studenten! 
Semi Kond 2 ..........r..90959.76 
ee a RE ST 08.00 


 Sneitel | .$702.26 

Ri nl Kond N Dal 

Dt ee Ka 22941 
NEN 

712.85 

28.09 

9,36 

23.41 

46.82 


500.00 


400.00. 


1556.08 


600.00 
1000.00 
2084.88 
200.00 
200.00 
500.00 
1000.00 


110.00 
898.89 


en ae ee 


$1022.71° 


$ 9858. 58 & 


$ Allgemeine Synode: 


Raedel Bond. arr22......8702.26 
‚Sride yond ... ...... N DRAN 


Spnodalfonfereng: 


Sride Bond... ...........$ 81.48 31.48 
Athletiichen Verein: 
ME TOND .. ....$ 46.82 


Frau Sophie Weyer Son: 00.88 


! Lewiö Re 
Sn Raffe am 1. Sumi 1917. 2.22... STR ‚9360, 12 
entnehmen 2. An . 959.76 


Sr An Benefizianten bezahlt © 2 .2222222222...8982. 75 
an nee am 1. Sumi 818. 0000 ar BET 


eh RE 


end. Sur 11 ie, BA 
Einmahnten =... 402 0 RO 


Sr Raffe am 1. Suni 1918... 
Die Gelder der Yond3 Find. BEN wie e folgt: 
Hypothefen N a Re a a N 


Bonds: ES 
Abitibi Power & aber Company. ie. .9 DOB.BOF RE 
MWisconfin - Minnefota Light & Power Co. 500.00 
Mustogee Drainage Dilt. No. 1........ 810.00 
Falls Eity ZLumber & Logging Company 648.14 
Concordia Land & Timber Co......... 500.00 
Champion Zumber Company .....:.... 1500.00 
EHE Lumber Company... ...... lese 1... LOOD OS 
Weftern Union Telegraph Company . 1000.00 
nn el a Heat & Power 


4 


Carmi, SU., je; Dift. Bond........ 50000 ne 
Noscoe, South Dakota, Note a an 


sn Kafle.... Eee a 


AR, 278) % 
Aug RR AR 


Sm michi an den obigen Bericht folgt hier eine Yufammen- n 
itellung aller Sond3 und Wertpapiere, die ich ald Yonds » Pen 
der uemeinen Stmode in Händen habe. 


Fonds. 
Stau Charlotte Mueller . .. ............ $ 500.00 
Fran ssobanna 2lnltedt . . . ..........:.. 400.00 
Srau Augufta Vogel . UL 500.00 
Frau Bertha U. Stan. ERS EN 200.00 
TE TS le Re PR RER AR ya 200.00 
u OB. ee 600.00 
REN La Te 1 a BE EN EN EN 1556.08 N 
Be lonel: 0... 0.00. nee 500.00 N 5 
| ——— $ 4456.08 
Diefe Fonds find ohne Beltimmungen. , 
Die Einnahmen fließen deshalb in die 
Rallen, an die fie vermadjt find, H200:00 
der Wisconjiniynode, 5300.00 Wauma- 
tofa, da3 übrige dem Northmeitern 
"College. 
DR ERS RON MESSER Sp 0 NN RER $ 1000.00 
Frau Sophie en nal ae ee 200.00 
Frau Maria N 1000.00 
| Been REN RE? EN es 110.00 Sn 
k —— 2310.00 
Mh / ‚Hür das eb) ih in Watertoton. 
N Barmie ES EB a KR RE $20500.00 
ee ea iienneencnn .... 1000.00 
Ki Sem Sride RR ers ....19344.65 | | 
EEE — 0129284465 
er hilfsbedürftige Studenten i in Water- 
m ton. 
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 Sundries rennen 


Ro... 
okulien.v. ..,.. 
une N 


N VEN 
 Sundries Bin 


Board . u. 0 He ee 99 0 02 0 200. 0° 
R  Tuition . ® . .. . 8: 90 90 98 0 © 
& Sundries .® see eo. —e | .»e.. 


 Admission fees 
_ Inmates Fund . 
Home Fund 

Sundries:. ..., 


ch Extension :— 


..92,757.98 


9,892.59 
2,748.90 
422.26 


3,618.50. 


321.68 


1,759.73 


Refund from Wisconsin Synod 
COIIDUNSIOH Er Wehe ene cken, 


ER 
_ Returned Principal ........ 
eanen So Cong. 


sion ERTER 
orthwestern College Jubilee Fund 
2 en and 
 Refund Printing Bill ........... 
gs Ol Rn A 
Northwestern Publishing House . 
ee 


® 


® 


36.92 $ 279490 


13,063.75 


3940.18 


2237.18 


; $ 56,403. 14 


. 2127972 


II. CASH DISBURSEMENTS: 
En AN nöd Administration :— NE; 
. 1. Principal... ee 27.1095 
2: Interest: 2. 3.0 er ee 49409 
3. Trayeling. Expense , .. 0 ae 
4. General Administration ....csceeeeeiencen 
Typewriter for General er EN 
Prof. Meyer’s Residence ........ „ur... uue. 


| ” .B. Theological Seminary :— > ER | 
| 1.:Capital se a St 


'2.:Maintenance' .... „u. unse saeun SOLO 
3. Operation... „22er euenecunen. 14,396.57 15,215 


€. Northwestern College :— Mi 
N 1. Captlali „au. scene ; N 
2: Maintenance - »..1.2.... 0.0.00 00.20 12 700 
ae Operatiah.-, , „ln. ve ea 37,329. 
 D. Dr. Martin Luther College :— | A 
ar le Capital: m no an 
»2.: Maintenance... 42. a. IE SrO 
nn. Operation. .......20s &ruebasunne JOSE 
 E. Michigan Lutheran Seminary:—— & OR 
2 1 Capitat ns 
se 012. Maintenance‘, „2. OR 
2. 3 ÜBeratton.. en nee ae TR ERBEN a ' 
F. Home for Aged :— | 


1..:Captab na ern 250.00. 
2:-Maintenance: 7 4. We 239.80 
“N DDeTeDn 
Indian Mission Kensnnuetensessnrerenssnenen 
Home Mission... een 
I. (Church Extenslon un... une 
Needy Congregations in... el 
Pens... een 


Home for Feebleminded ......ccccnccccnnnn 24 
. -8chHool for Deat ur ra, 


Children's Home:— ER Be. 
Wisconsin... 2... 220.2 22 2. AL JOL Dee 
Michigan Ne a er I 

Mindesota 2 u 20 san a 2 OA 

MT. ueNiebraskan. usa 10.50. x 
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N 


Mm 
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O2 


nero Mission... nen... Or 4.186,92 
een var 2 O9 


0... ‚60 
"Milwaukee ......:.... ‚00 / 
Karzosse ........ 41 SEN 
BANMOMO N... 0 181.01 
rew Missi Er 246.622 
‚ Luther Fund .... 2.4.0.0... 450.60 
Army and Navy Chaplains . . 1488.82 
SE | i 514.15 
Sundries :— m | Ä | 
EP A ae N Re 591.54 
Harder’s Monument ........... IR. 
Springfield Seminary........ | 68.6 
= StrLouis Seminary ........ VERY, 
Milwaukee High School ..... 281.85 
. .Wauwatosa Home for Aged ... 149.38 
Bethany’s Ladies’ College .......... 10.00 
En Atmory, Watertown ...........:.% 110.00 
.  Northwestern College Jubilee Fund 898.89 
N .17,942.30 
 Tegacies. .. senenneenseneneeen en 10.00 


$267,722.34 
$.249731 
269,202.86 


.$271,670.17 
‚.261,622.34 


e. Da on hand Fair it 1918 0... For 
Note ;—Wohereas ie amounts collected for indigent stu- 3 


# 5 must be dedücted from the expense accounts of the dif- e 
ferent institutions as follows: 2 
Theological SEMiInaIy enden ren 988.92 
= Nörthwestern College ........2..302.2...0..909,70 
Martin Luther College ............2....... 1497.51 
Michigan BANN BER SE N RI RD. 
| WB; GRAEBNER, Treas. 


. dering my En of audit on the books of your Tre 
Mr. W.H. Graebner, on July 1st, 1917, for the biennial closing 

on that date, I have regularly from time to time and uptoand. 
including Tune 30th, 1918, the end of the first half of the cur- 

rent biennial, checked receipts, disbursements and bank d« 
. posits, examining ledger accounts and trial balances, whic 
were regularly drawn. M‘ 


I have had frequent occasion to counsel with Mr. Cradle Be 
. on procedure in matters of Be: which, owing to Hi 


the consolidation of the Synods, the work in this office has bi 
increased so greatly, that its complete success for the benefit 
of your body is dependent upon entire sub-ordination to the 

. requirements of that office by the departments responsible to i 


A complete report of audit will be rendered at the c 
$ an of the biennial as at July 1, 1919. ’ | 


Respectfully yours, 


Sm Anfhluß an den Bericht des ne Reffiere 
dom Allgem. Kaffierer, Herrn W. H. Gräbner, hingemwiejen auf ein 
 Unmefen, da3 im NRolleftieren von Geldern 
eingertifjen ift. E38 wurde der Belchluß gefabt, daß wir di 

als unsre Stellung außdrüden, du hwire ni 
für beredtigt halten, daßEinzelperfonen od 
'&@inzelgemeinden auf eigene Zauft ohne 
weifung der Synode im Areife der Synode 
der folleftieren für befondere Jwede — uw 
wir die Stellung der Sinanzbeamten gut 
Ben, die e3 ablehnen, fih mit fo folleftier 
Geldern zu beiallen, jiedurd ihre Paar 
AADSEN uf. 2 
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The spiritual condition of the church « as 
reflected in her outward activity. 


EN “As a man thinketh, so is he.” Much as this saying is. 
 misapplied in our day, in its essential meaning it is neverthe- 
less true. God has created man with a reasonable soul, and 
. the activity of man is influenced and actuated by reflection 
and reasoning, not by mere instinct only. A man will act in 
_ conformity to the state of his soul and his reason, and th 
“moral condition of the soul, the ethical code of a man’s 
thoughts is reflected in his outward activity, his words, deed 
and general appearance. 


God judges man by the secrets of the heart as he ker 
our thought from afar, but we must base our judgment of th 
' thoughts and inner condition of a man’s heart upon the evi 
 dence of his works and activities: As with the individual so 
with the aggregate, the community, the state, the nation; so 
also with the church in her visible form of outwardly associat« 
and communing body the congregation. Asa nation is made 
„up of an aggregate of people of like blood or extraction or 
. like social and political thought and pursuasion, thus constitu 
. ing the body politic, so the congregation, or in larger affıliati. 
' the church, is the body religious composed of christians of li 
 faith and of like moral and doctrinal persuasion. As “co: 
.. gregati” those gathered together, their outward activities 
resulting from the like basis of faith and doetrine will be great:- 
 1y similar and uniform, so that we may be justified in drawing 
 conclusions as to the internal condition of a church from the 
evidence of her outward activities. Thus Jesus admonishes 5 
. his followers to guard against the false prophets who come in 
sheeps clothing but inwardly are ravening wolves and tell 
them “By their fruits shall ye know them.” (Matth. 7, 20.) 


1. THE SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE CHURC) 


A. The church in her nature and calling. | 


en The christian church in her nature is a body of peop & 
 ..chosen and selected by God in Christ, gathered by the Holy. 
Ghost through the Gospel, and endowed by God withall spirit- 
' ual blessings to the purpose that they shall be holy and bla 
less before him, as St. Paul writes in Ephesians 1, 

.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord ‚Jesus Christ, 
 hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ; According as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and Sr 
.  blame before him i in love.” 


wer 


— 


Made holy by the Atonement of Christ this state of inner 
' purity reflects also in the outward manifestations of her life. 

The ability for such is not her own but due to the working of 
the Holy Ghost within the hearts of her members— “and you 
 hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;... 
for weare his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
„works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
Beimthem. (Eph.2, 1 and 10.) en 
© Although fitted by God with spiritual inclination and 
ability for’good works the members of the church are yet in 
the flesh and the lusts of the old Adam in them constantly op- 
- poses the New Man, who is created in them by God, and their” 

activity is therefore even at its best not altogether good and 
without blemish and fault,— “for the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 
the one to the other; so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would.” (Gal. 5, 17.) Backsliding is therefore frequent until 
 Anally, as the sanctifying work of the Holy Ghost progresses, 
the New Man is strengthened and quickened so that he gen- 
_erally overcomes the lusts of the old Adam. 


The spiritual condition of the church is therefore a state 
of inclination, of intent and purpose, dominated either by the 
Spirit of God or the spirit of sin; whichever inclination pre- & 
vails or dominates will be made -manifest in the resulting 

activity, | 


Ä wi B. Faith the controlling power of Spiritual conditions. 


As by the inbreathing of God Adam became a living soul, 
so by the entering öf the Holy Ghost the christian becomesa 
New Man; both the old and the new creation are a work of 
"God alone, in both the lifegiving power is of God. As Adam 
‚was separated and distinguished from the dust out of which 

_ he had been made by the infusion of a living soul, so the chris- 
 tian is separated and distinguished from the rest of humanity 
out of which he is taken by the infusion of a living faith. Faith 
is the primary condition of spiritual life for the individual 
christian and for the church as an aggregate body of christians. 
As the life of the physical man is dependent on the lifebreath 
which he breathes, so the spiritual life of the christian is de- 
_ pendent on the faith which he obtains, = 
‚Faith is a product of the Spirit of God, constantly infused, 
constantly circulated by him in the individual christian andthe 
church, and as an abundance of breath and lifeblood circülating 
_ ina person will manifest itself in the outward appearance, the 
strength and activity of the body, so an abundance of faith will 


% 


> &.church. A clean, healthy, vigorous church activity Ent: be ‘5 
 indicative of firm and living faith in the hearts of the member- 
ship; there can be no spiritual activity without faith, but there 

always will be also outward activity wherever there is faith. 
i The will of God has been made known to us in his word, 
we know therefore the requirements of an active christian life. 
and by our own activity may judge whether or not we livein 
. conformity, more or less, to the will of God, whether there- 
fore our activities are directed and dominated ee the SDaryE 
8 & God or by the spirit of sin. 


u THE REFLECTING OUTWARD ACTIVITIES. 
A. A clean and open confession of doctrine. 


& Faith is trust and confidence in the words and a 
of God. A church with an abundant and sure faith will have 
' such only by the abundant and sure knowledge of the wu 


“he is faithful that promised,” (Hebr. 10, 23.), that God has ı in. 
the past fulfilled his promises and will do so quite faithfully u. 


then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the „word of 
God,” (Rom. 10, 17. and therefore turns to it for life and 


2. ‚the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: an £ 
they are they which testify of me.” (John 5, 39.) 7 
..,, One reflection of sound faithfulness will therefore be the 


te of the Gospel in the church. An indolent Taith, lac 
of confidence and trust will be outwardiy apparent in a waı 
' of the preaching of the word of God. A faithful church han 


ra to other topics for information and entertainment, 
 litical, philosophic, sociological discussions will take the a 
of the Gospel of salvation, “For out of the abundance of the 
‚heart the mouth speaketh.” (Matth. 12, 34.) 


 "Thus we confess in our catechism :——“ When do we say 
such a church that it has the one true faith?—If it confess: 
and uses the Word and Sacraments in truth and puriky 
 (Catechism—Gausewitz—No. 248.) 


That in our day there is so much preaching of vari 
topics in the churches indicates‘a turning to human wisd 
and philosophy instead of the revelation and teaching of Go 

against which trend and practice we are warged earnestl 


N — 


-  .  deceit after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ.” (Col. 2, 8) When people like 
to frequent the services of churches in which such preaching 
prevails and neglect and miss the service of our church where 


ing, not the faith which clings to the word as by the same it 


 ofsin. Such spirit is characterized in 2. Timothy 4, 3. “For 
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teach- 

ers, having itching ears. And they shall turn away their ears 
- from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 


We find this evidenced in: the churches which turn at first 
from one or two doctrines because they are incomprehensible 
- to human reason, such as the doctrine of the Virgin Birth of 

‚Christ, the Vicarious Atonement, the Resurrection of Christ, 

‚the Inspiration of the Bible and kindred doctrines, and in a 
short while find themselves inmired in the bog of human 
philosophy and without sound doctrine and belief whatsoever. 
- Though to the careless observer the omission of a clear con- 
-  fession of these doctrines may at first seem irrelevant they are 
truly characterized 1. John 2, 22. “Who is a liar but he that 
 denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth 
the Father and the Son” and 2. John v. 5 “For many deceivers 
are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” 


BA healthy well selected membership. 


 Confession does not consist only in open and pure preach- 
ing of the Gospel, but also in carefully selected church mem- 
bership. Truly the church is to be open to all, but church 
 membership is a privilege which should not be extended in- 
 diseriminately. The churcl®as visible representative of the 
_ communion of saints may not receive into her midst any who 
have not at least the confession of faith and the appearance 
ofa godly life. Believers and unbelievers may not be asso- 
 eiated together in one communion. Psalm 26; n2 Psalm 
SE : 

There must be a likeness of faith if there is to be any har- 
‚mony of life and unity in the striving for and attaining of the 
various objects and purposes of the church. 


h 
iR, 
By 
ik 


 faith and confession. Jew, Mohammedan and Christian; be- 


 “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 


there is still preached the Gospel in simplicity and purity it is 
an indication that in their heart there is growing and increas- 


lives and exists, but rather the lust of the flesh and the power 


For common adoration of God there must be common 


 liever and atheist can not commonly adore and sanctify the 


ER? 


x as name of God as they simply do not Nee in the sa 1 
God. ae one er another doctrine of salvation ar ER 


not of the same persuasion, are going different ways, aimi r 
at the attainment of different objects. (2. John v. 10) gi 
. there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, recei 
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed. 


0. Yet we find that churches frequently associate freely wii 
such of other faith, not only in their daily life, but in the ser 
ices and in communion. There is to be found interchange « 
pulpits by the pastors, there is open communion at which ar 

.. and all comers are accepted indiscriminately, there are union 

services where first a pastor of one and then a minister ofan 

u entirely opposed religion pray and preach to the commor 

 audience. 

All this shows a lack of assurance and conviction of fait 

a wavering between various doctrines and a belief in non 

We are to be so sure of our faith that it is impossible for 

ro accept any other.aside of it, we can therefore not toler 

im the close union of church membership any but those v 

are likewise of the same faith and assurance. (2 Cor. 6, 14 

; Truly we must acknowledge that Satan has been succ« 
ful in unduly separating and dividing the churches. O 

church separations do not rest in reality on a differene 

faith and doctrine but are the outgrowth of purely human 
agreement and dissension among either pastors or memb 

. of congregations; but we must not because of the trut 
a this forget. and overlook the fact that Satan will en try 


INES. © | 
BL We must in our common practice take care BE Rn | 
- indirect connection with the church membership which the 
. modern institutions so frequently present. Our people m: 
.  conscientiously shun the membership in another church bu 
quite frequently then join a society of such church; or thougt 
our churches keep the membership roll of the congregation h 
clean and well selected yet there will be received into t 
church association persons of other Faith by acceptance in 
‚church societies. 

A church society is not a separate body from the ı congre 
gation, but merely a selection from the midst of the congr 
tion and grouping together of various members for the a 

„ment of a special object in the general church activity. EN! 
“= ‚Bible:class, the DRR school, the choir, the berg A 
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eiety, the Young People’s society, the Men’s club, or what- 
. ever name may be taken they are all merely to be groupings 
-  ofchurch members. It is clear therefore that there should not 
_ be any membership different from the membership of the con- 
 gregation, and that also the same obligations and limitations 
 pertain in these societies as in the congregation proper. 
Ä The great prevalence of these societies and the loose man- 
ner in which they are generally organized and controlled is 
not at all to the credit of our modern church life. They denote 
frequently a spirit of clanishness, a tendency to separation, a 
feeling of aloofness from the remaining membership of the 
. congregation. | 
The danger to our people in associating with the societies 

of other churches is clear from the many instances where our 
young people thus intermingling have been drawn entirely 
- into the association of those churches and lost to us. The de- 
= elopment of the Y. M. C-A. and the Y. W. C. A. are in- 
stances of such unionistic tendencies in the development of 
_  ehurch societies, which in time assume a place entirely aside 
and even in place of the church proper. 


= C. Earnest, pure, vigorous church activity. 


Faith without works is dead. Truly, there is no salvation 

by works, but neither is there real, earnest, living faith without 
works. A church with living faith within will reflect this 

state by her activities in daily life and her participation in 

everything which goes to build up the kingdom of God on 

. earth. | 

- Church activity in general may be said to consist of those 

‚things which are done 

a. For the adoration of God,—and Ele 


bb. The outward maintenance and enlargement of the 
axchürch. ee | 
The faithful church rejoices in her salvation and naturall 

 turns first of all to the adoration of God who in his wondrous 
way has done such great things, who is the beginning and the 

end of spiritual life. He is adored as the Father of mercy, as 
the God of love; and as a loving child the individual christian 


toward him and basks in the revelation of-his love and mercey 
as does the flower in the rays of the sun. 8 
This attitude of adoration will: dominate the activities as 
‚they come to public notice and expression in the regular pub- 
lie worship of.the church, and the spiritual condition of the 
‚church will be reflected by—1. The church attendance. 


and the church in her communion turns adoringly and gladiy n 


Lan 


Church services as we now have them are not as they 
were in the Old Testament instituted and strictly ordered by 
God, but are.a voluntary act of the christian individuals. To 
the Jews attendance at certain festival occasions in the temple 
was obligatory and the observation of the Sabbath and other 
holy days was minutely specified and ordered by law. The 
christian, however, is not a servant but a child, and whatso- 


ever he does he does voluntarily out of the abundance of his‘ 
love. We have therefore no law in regard to worship or. 


festival days in the New Testament. 
However, the christian individuals are as strongly drawn 


to the customary public worship by the love within them as 


though they were compelled by law. “Wist ye not that I must 
be about my Father’s business” (Luke 2, 49.) is a compulsion 
not of law but of love and is the stronger and more abiding 
of the two. “We love him, because he first loved us” (1. John 
4, 19.) and out of that love proceeds the joy which the chris- 
tian finds in coming and remaining in the house of the Father. 
“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house 
or che Lord Sc Rs:122 1,1. T.ord, I have loved the habitation 
of.thy house, and the place where thine honor dwelleth.” (Ps. 
26, 8.) “How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: 

m heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. „es 2 

) : 


Church service is twofold: service by us to God Bi, serv- 


ice by God to us. Our valuation of both and our attitude to- 


ward God and his blessings will therefore be evidenced by our 
frequent or rare attendance at the services. A church in 
which we find little regular attendance will at once be classi- 
fied as placing little valuation upon communion with God and 
fellowship with the other christians, as not highly valueing 
the privilege of childlike service rendered to the beloved father, 
the childlike joy of hearing his words of love and endearment. 
A child both loving and proud of its parents will gladly be at 
home in communion with them—a christian who loves the 
Father will at all occasions be in the Father’s house. 

Poor <hurch attendance may be, however, an indication 
of another factor than the indifference and disloyalty of the 
membership toward God; misuse of,the house of God and 


abuse of the service may also be the cause of this. Wherever 


there is not an assembling in the name of Jesus there is not 
the presence of God, there is no true worship and there are no 
attendant blessings. Too frequently the church is not the 
house of God but merely a meeting place for public entertain- 
ment, for the diffusion of philosophies and fables, and we may 
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then not wonder that there is a general lassitude of church 


life is not found there. There may be an attendance, drawn 
things, to be entertained, which might indicate a blooming, 


- church to note the difference between the house of God and 
. the den of murderers, for true christianity will furthermore 
‚show itself by—2. Respectful and devout behavior. 


The christian to whom his church is the house of the 


Jesus is present where we meet in his name, will accordingly 
‚act and behave in the church in a respectful and devout man- 
ner. Wherever we read in the Scriptures of the attitude of 
the believer toward God we find it described as one of quiet 
 humility and pious adoration. Loud conversation, laughter 


Licentious clothing should never be worn by a christian, but 

least of all should the church service be made the occasion 
for the parading of new and extreme clothing. The so fre- 
 quent “Easter parade’” of new hats and spring dresses is not 
- an indication of solemn devotion to the service of God but 
rather an indication of a serving of the lusts of the flesh. 


The christian is always humble and quiet; and he who 
can enter into the house set aside as the house of God as he 


- lacks the proper spirit of devotion. Who could stand at Cal- 
 vwary and in the face of God’s anger upon sin evidenced in the 
 suffering of the Lamb of God, the magnitude of Christ’s love 
- set forth by his patient endurance, yet ıdly gossip, slander- 
‚ ously review the events of the week, the weakness or failings 
of mutual acquaintances? And yet that is the purpose of the 
house of God that there should be proclaimed and set forth 
' this selfsame story of Christ’s atonement. For this purpose 
the entire church is properly arranged so as to be a house set 
apart and distinguished. The very architecture which we em- 
ploy, the dimned light, the lofty, skylike arching of the in- 


ter of the altar and the crucifix thereon point out the object 
and purpose of the building. | 
We may know in fact from the very behaviour of the as- 
semblage whether we are in a church in which the message of 
Jesus Christ and him crucified is the dominating factor, or 
whether human endeavor, wisdom, sanctity,—salvation by 
works and therefore selfglorification,—is the aim and purpose 
of such service. 


activities as the invigorating element, the lifesap of christian. 
there by idle curiosity, by a morbid desire to hear of new - 


healthful church; we need, however, merely step into sucha 


Lord; who believes that according to his promise the Lord 


and noise must not break the solemn silence of the church. 


. would enter into a concert or entertainment hall certainly 


'terior, the harmonious blending of the colors toward the cen- 
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Devout behavior will lead to the proper participation in 
the activities of the service and the adoring christian will show 
his attitude in—3. Regard of the sermon. 


The sermon is an explanation, an exposition of the par- 
ticular passage of the Scriptures under observation that day. 
As such it is a proclamation of God’s word, a message from 
God to his people. It is not the pastor, not his rhetorical art 
and expression whichcomes under observation but the message 
of God. So often we note the remark by people: “I do not 
like the minister,” or “I do not care for his sermon.” The 
people do not realize that it is not the minister and his per- 
sonality but the content of his message, not the form or ele- 
gance of his diction but the fervor of his conviction should be 
noted. As long as it is the message of God which is brought 
to the people, no matter if God use a messenger who to us 
does not seem worthy or sufficiently eloquent, it is he who 
sends the message, it is for him to choose the messenger. 


Truly the pastor may be at fault. He may be a servant 
of little faıth himself and carelessly prepare, negligently de- 
liver the sermon. A church of living faith will, however, not 
long tolerate such a pastor, yes, indeed will not have to tolerate 
him for long, as he will soon turn aside to some other field of 
activity, or otherwise so flagrantly show his unworthiness that 
‚he may be easily dismissed. These pastors, however, are rare, 
and it is generally not the fault of the pastor and his sermon 
but mostly the fault of the-hearer when there is no attentive- 
ness at the sermon. The mind is filled and the thought taken 
up with other matters than the Gospel and therefore the mes- 
sage comes to stuffed ears and an unreceptive mind. 

A faithful christian who comes to the church as to the 
house of God, there to meet his Saviour will devoutly and at- 
tentively listen to the sermon, because he finds therein the 


message of God for his salvation. This attitude will also lead 


him furthermore to participate rightly in—4. The prayers and 
hymns. The Gospel is a message of good will and of joy. The 
christian who devotedly hears and receives this message dur- 
ing the services will have his heart filled with joy and thanks- 
giving and the most natural sequel is that he heartily joins 
in the hymns of praise and thanksgiving. j 

A faithful church is a singing church. “Sing unto God, 
sing praises to his name.” (Ps. 68, 4.) “The voice of rejoic- 
ing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous.” (Ps. 
118, 15.) “For this cause I will ‚confess to thee among the 
Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.” (Rom. 15, 9.) 

It is natural therefore that with the revival of the preach- 


ing of the Gospel in the days of the Reformation, with the 


a 


' song. The Lutheran church has been a singing church be- ; 
- cause she has been a church of faith. 


=; 3... Whenever the children feel especially joyful a song will 
come to their lips as naturally as it issues from the throat of 
the bird. When the heart of the christian is filled with the 
joy of salvationa song is the natural expression & his exalta- 
tion. 


; In the Roman Catholic church, Ahle there is the doctrine 
of salvation by works we find a quiet people, a people murmur-. 
ing prayers, but not breaking forth in joyful song as they are 

a toiling church, a church working to attain salvation not a 
-  church presented with salvation free and undeservedliy and 
use rejolcing. 


Great care should therefore be put to the maintenance of 
ereeational singing in our services. Yes, the singing in 
‚our services may be regarded as an excellent barometer of the 
‚condition of faith in the church. When our people sit mutely 
by, or sing but negligently and poorly we may look for trouble 
 somewhere and should at once proceed to enliven faith and joy 
m the hearts... 


: Contract singing” by paid specialists or by a specially 
 trained choir which takes the place of the congregation isabso- 
‚lutely wrong and inappropriate. That is entertainment, mod- 
ern use of the meeting house and not church activity. A 
_ choir, even highly trained as an accessory to and a ee 
‚of the congregational singing is well and good, but must care- 
fully be kept within its limitations and bounds, 


"The second phase of church activity is—b. Outward main- . s 
 tenance and enlargement of the church. ER 


The faithful loving christian not only adores the Father | 
‚and loves to dwell in the house of the Lord, but earnestly em- 
ploys himself in the building of the kinedom ot God... Ihe, 
 Lord’s kingdom is our kingdom, it is our pride, it is our home... 
We as faithful christians know its beauties, its advantages ande 
comforts, we enjoy life therein and the first endeavor we make 
therefore will be Earnest, sincere efforts to keep the en 
Whatever one truly values one will desire and try to keep. - 
Truly faithful christians will desire nothing. more than to 
maintain and preserve in their midst the kingdom of God. 
They will endeavor to keep it permanently by every means 
5 possible and necessary to maintain it. % 


They will therefore be diligent ı in preserving its founda- ® 


1. Bible ar, R 


63 We have already seen that faith comes by the woran 
en study and familiarity with the word of God is therefo: 
the primary means of keeping in our midst the kingdom ol 
God.. Bible. study should be the first and main activityofthe 
‚individual christian. Of the individual christian and not the Be 
. pastor only. | 

\ What in reality is the one and great blessing of the Refo: 

. . .mation is the open Bible. The greatest blessing of God to 

H 2 our time is the perfect freedom to study individually the Bible. 

God has wonderfully arranged to make the Bible available at 
the lowest,— yes, even without any—cost and in the greatest 
variety of languages. The Bible is the one book rendered into 
the greatest number of languages and even dialects of any 
literature on earth. This we should rightly appreciae. 

RE The extent of Bible study in a church, the familiarity ee 

2, the individual members of the congregation is the finest en 

FeroL.Sound RG condition and life. 


re tKere will not and can not be the Hehe, Me ” 4 
‚90 often the members think that the only proviso they mus ir 


 keeping i in their midst of a good pastor. But many a pastor’ 
sincerest efforts have been lost and in vain because the life < { 
the congregation could not be maintained by the administra- 
tion of spiritual nourishment once a week only, on\ Ba 
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to continue. Es 
The energy of spiritual life in a hub the assurance o| 


h _ Daily Bible study at home and regular Bible classes at t 
‚church indicate spiritual strength. Most deplorable is there 


disinclination to just this christian orig) 
” It is relatively easy to found Ladies’ Aid societies, Yon 
N People’ s societies, Men’s societies for any other purpose and. 

 endeavor than for Bible study. Our young people find time I, 
‚for every other activity and much time for social intercourse 
and amusements, but have endless excuses to offer when ns 
to enter into regular earnest Bible study. + 


en the Spirit and should be earnestly regarded by ou 
' churches as a dangerous symptom and indication. It is 
easy to prevail against the temptation of Satan, the Wc 
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and our own Flesh. The Scriptures therefore speak of this 
as crucifying the flesh. “And they that are Christ’s have 
‚ crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.” (Gal. 5, 24.) 
Crucifixion is painful and our whole nature fights and pro- 
tests against it, but if we would be Christ’s we must be cruci- 
fied with him. “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that hence- 
forth we should not serve sin.” (Rom. 6, 6.) 


"This christian activity of building and maintaining the 
kingdom of God finds expression 


2. In the christian education öf children. 


_ „Children are a gift of God. “Lo, children are an heritage 

of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.” (Ps. 

127,3.) As such they are doubly precious to the christian, not 

only as a possession, but as a present and reward. They are 
to be kept as the greatest trust which God gives to a home, 

because in them God gives to parents an immortal soul for 
safekeeping, molding and developing. Asa child in its youth 
is moulded, so will it appear in maturity. 

If our christians would see their posterity as a christian 
people they must in their youthful days mould the character 
of the children accordingly. 

One of the sore evils of our general education is the lack 


of christian training. It is one of the greatest problems of the 


day, the greatest perhaps of all. With the diversity of chris- 
" tian and general religious and irreligious composition of our 
nation a general religious training of the children in. the 
schools of the state is impossible. The more earnest the faith 
and conviction of a church to its doctrine the more emphatic- 
ally will it oppose the introduction of religious training in the 
‚schools. | ie. 

‘And yet,'‘if not in the youthful days there be the laying 
of a christian foundation the building of christian character 
is a sad and almost impossible undertaking. What then re- 
mains to be said? 


The church has the clear duty to give religious training Bi 


to the children as well as the grown. The Gospel is to be 
preached- to all people. “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16, 15.) is a stern com- 
mand of Christ. | 
Parents have the duty of christian education. “And, ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” (Eph. 6, 4.) 
The christian education is therefore a twofold duty of 
christian parents, as parents and as members of the church. 


argument. 
This duty must be attended to also in the N z 
tion of the children. Whatever means may be possible in the 
. various congregations may not in the scope of our thesis be 

developed, but evident is that everything possible, even at the 
“  sacrifice of great means and worldly profit must be done b 
e parents and congregation. 2 
n One phase, however, we may touch upon here. Itcan not 
be too greatly emphasized that the christianizing of childre 
begins with Baptism. Baptism is the sacrament by whic. 
God has promised to give his Holy Ghost to the child, N TR 


M Een in the Be of this important sacrament. 
8  Baptism also should be public, in the church if at N 
sible. This is a part of christian confession to the sacrame 
and the church. Woeful is the state of many churches ug 


sacrament during the service as unduly lengthening the s 
ice. It is one of the greatest demonstrations of the continuing 
 grace of God and as such should be an occasion of general joy 
‚to the congregation. The objection to the lengthening of the 


service is an outgrowth of the lust of the flesh which finds ; 


Y Ba and woe of the membership in its entirety should es; | 
the congregation. The regular services should take on t 
character of a family reunion in the house of the Father. Th 
social activities A be likewise a gathering of His fam | 

eircle. | ER. 
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e: ee element of-sociability. Sociability should, however, be 3 
ent among the members. 


"7 \ 


0.0 Most churches are able to find some other room or loca- 
- tion for the social activity of the church and this is highly 
-  advisable. The character of the church itself as the house of 
God and the place of worship is so highly valuable that noth- 
ing should be done to destroy this characteristic. However, 
© @afın no other way possible it may be arranged that at a time 
 .aside of the time of service the congregation meet for social 
intercourse, 


A deplorable state in so many of our congregations is the 
segregation of the membership into groups and partitions 
which stand aloof one from the other. Equally evil is the con- 
dition when most of the members are strangers to one an- 

other. The object of the congregation is mutual strengthen- 
- ing ın the faith and brotherly admonition, “Teaching and ad- 
 monishing one another.” (Col. 3, 16.). This can not take 
. place in a congregation of strangers. 


..  Strife and envy among the membership, or even indif- 
- ference to one another signifies absence of brotherly love, and 
as we read (1. John 4, 20.) “If a man say, I love God, and 
- hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
 hath not seen.” The apostle is mighty outspoken on this point. 


=. Here we may also consider one weakness in our churches, 
the hesitation in welcoming the stranger in the church. Most 
 assurediy we should not go to the extreme of the sects who 
 fairly devour a newcomer as though he were welcome food 
for famished hunger; but so often we could, yes, we should 
show more interest and friendliness in the stranger and more 
so in the new brother and sister come to join our circle This 
is possibly due to a peculiar development in our church which 

seems to have developed out of the endeavor to maintain a 
g clean membership, but it is then a misdevelopment and. fault. _ 
= It may be due also to our peculiar seclusiveness in the past, 
wherein we have kept our congregations more on the line of 
one language than that of one faith, if so it is highly necessary 
to change this policy. 

In the social activity of the church due care must betaken 
to remain within the bounds and limitations of christian fe 
and christian virtues. All worldly proceedings which inany 
way offend against the christian character must be left asid, 
(This, however, is just as applicable to the private life of the 
‚christian individual.) | Er 


u 


There remains one other phase of activity for the purpose 
of maintaining the kingdom in our midst upon which we may 
‚enter. 


4. Support of the tocal congregation. Ga 


RN. “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law Br 
> Christ.”.. (Gal.6, 2.) | x 
a Herein the Seripture states clearly that the support =: th a RAR 
common church is a matter of common duty. Church support 
is no taxation, but support of the church is a christian virtue, 
which grows naturally out of faith. When a brother sees a 
brother in need it is but natural that he hastens to his support, 
even the wild creatures do this. But it is equally wrongif 
. ina family one brother do all the work and the others merely 
enjoy the benefits. Inability is need, and from the handsofa 
‘- physically unable member the rest of the family gladly takes 
the load. But we find that the weak and ailing member of a 
family will always attempt to do some of the work anyhow; 
often more so than he is able. This also applies to the life 
of the spiritual family, the congregation, or if it does not. apply 
it should be so.. N 
In accordance with this truth it must be emeimberkd EB ir 
it is absolutely wrong to obtain the support of the congrega 
tion from any other source that the mutual aid of the mem- 
 bers. In the matter of a small congregation, too weak ttbear 
the burdens which its life imposes the support and the duty 
of support falls to the larger fellowship or affhıliation in th 
'church as a group of families, the synod or otherwise nam 
N A Be 
2ER Wrong is the ‚solicitation from oe ‚whether ob | 


7 rer ssake.” We condemn a family Sbich lives by begging x 
‚or the blackmailer who forces support. We as christian con 
....  gregations may not do such. Nor is it at all necessary. Gen- 
.  .erally a begging family is lazy, usually a ‚begging church i Ss. 
 »likewise.' VRR 
N Equally wrong is the modern policy in many churches to 

shift the responsibility of obtaining the necessary funds t0 

the various church societies, mainly the Ladies’ Aid societies. 
A more appropriate designation for these in many cases Ya ap 
be “Ladies” Aid society for the support of lazy husbands,” and 
we should have a lazy husband law in Ve church almost @ as 
we have it in the modern state. an Er 


iR pend only on those of maturity in age, but the young on 
are equally responsible for the support as ern are ein 
partaking of the benefit. 


That the support should be adequate goes without speak- 
ing. KR ER 
| The second phase of the effort to build the kingdom is— 
Efforts to enlarge the kingdom. 


The christian who rightly appreciates the blessings of 
the kingdom of God, who is filled with the Spirit of God will 
not selfishly be satisfied with his own enjoyment of these bless- 
 ings but will make all eftorts to extend to others also these 
.  privileges. They will 


‚1. Invite others to the church. - 


This is a natural effort of christians. The preaching of 
the Gospel is the work not only of the pastors and missionaries 
but of the whole church. All are disciples, to all therefore 
applies the command of Christ to preach the Gospel to all 
.  creatures. 


 Locally this can be largely done by the members in per- 
son. They should invite their neighbors, their friends, their 
 fellow workers to the services. 


We have in our churches largely been handicapped herein 

by the difficulties of the varied languages in use, or rather the 

use of languages not in general use. This, however, is rapidly 
' changing and with it new opportunities arise for our church, 
but also new duties. Ss 


- The invitation of others to the services should not only 
be casual bat insistent. “And the Lord said unto the servant, 
Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to 
come in, that my house may be filled.” (Luke 14, 23.) We 
have met in our churches too often with indifference to this 
duty of the church and should earnestly seek to remedy the 
.taults. @ 
A great deal could be done here by the help of proper 
_  church advertising. Advertising as it is so frequently done 
by sectarian churches is a curse, as it caters to the misuse of 
the church for amusement, topics of the day preaching and 
unionism among the churches, but when rightly employed 
“ publicity of church activities is a good and effective mission- 
ary effort. | | 


| This may be done rightly by regular notice of the church 
services in the newspapers. It can generally be had free of 
charge and we should not neglect to place such notice as so 
"many people are in our days moving about from place to place 
"and are not informed of the location and the time of services 
of the churches. | ' 


| ‚purpose in the ei church budget. 


of tracts could easily be made. The schools have in this an 


| faith and comprises various forms of support. 


What can not be accomplished by the individual congregatior 
may be accomplished by the Synod. Our foreign missiona 


oftthe synodical organization. 


sh, 


Pistribiition of hen papers, tracts, and pamphlets i 1 
also a means of publicity which is generally not used by ou 
churches. Why should the railway stations, the boats, the 
street cars, the hotels be filled only with the Keen of Es 


‚Our Sunday schools also may be active in hi I. ke 
of extending the kingdom. Many parents who do not attend 
any church nevertheless send their children to some Sun 
School. "The teachers should not only urge the | 


Through the medium of the Sa School u 


2. Support the general missionary activities. ER ae 


The general missionary activity of the church is in 
formity to the command of Christ to preach the Gospel to all 
creatures. This can not be accomplished by individual effo ir 
One may devote his life entirely to the missionary work and 


will then touch but a small proportion of those who still are 

without the Gospel. ‚We must therefore have united effor 

We can not.All unite in going out to preach, but we ca all 
support the work. 


This will be done by the church out of the ilae of 
Interest in and support of synodical ae 
Synodical work is unified work of the individual churct 


Tan 


work would be largely impossible wu the unified 


- In synodical activity we meet with a a variety ‘of 
forts in behalf of the church. There is first of all the pı 
education and training of ZanE men for the active wo: 
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a ‚the church. To accomplish this there must be suitable build- 
ıngs erected, able professors engaged, libraries and general 


ing force must generally be provided so they may be near 


 organized effort:of the various congregations in the synodical 
organization. 

So many of our members do not rightly understand the 
' organization and work of the Synod. To many it is rather an 
-  indefinite term, and they seem even to carry the idea that it 
 isa sort of Aladdin’s lamp proposition, which one needs but 
to rub gently and obtain whatsoever one wishes. 


Because of these vague ideas and the uncertainty as to 
the organization and purpose there has been a want of interest 
-  änd proper co-operation and help in many congregations. Let 
us once and for all get this clearly understood :— The Synod 
is the union of the various. congregations, the synodical work 
‚is the work of the individual churches unified for effective- 
.ness, the funds of the Synod must come from the various 
 congregations, the work of the Synod is for the benefit of and 
‚by the general administration of all the congregations. 

0 We can therefore see clearly that any wide awake, faith- 
Zul church will affilliate itself with others in the synodical or- 
 ganization and not attempt to stand isolated and alone. A 


' and desires but in interest and contributions stand with the 
‚other congregations to accomplish the work at large. 

Ina properly organized congregation there will then be 
a regular appropriation’of a suitable amount of money for such 
work set aside from year to year, or as more generally done in 
‘our churches there will be a regular number of collections in 
‘the church for such purpose and the membership will look 
"upon this as much as a necessity and a duty as the support 
of the local churches need. | 


. 


_ men for the active work of the church at large. We must 


_ of ministers and missionaries from year to year. When we 
find a dearth of such forces in a church we may conclude that 
this is caused either by a lack of interest in the work because 

of little faith or a lack of courage to take up the work again 

because of lack of faith. Truly, young men “can do better” 

‚as the phrase goes in our day in the general work of civil life. 

The monetary returns are better, the work is generally more 

pleasant, the environments are often more congenial, the sacri- 


working paraphernalia must be supplied, homes for the teach-. 


the school, all this will be possible only by the united and. 


faithful congregation will also consider not only its own needs. 


In a faithful church there will also be a ready supply of 


have young men to be trained and fitted to take up the work 


 fices not so great, —but just as eh asa rt. young m | 
will be ready to give up his work and his home for his count 


sand even give his life, so will a patriotic citizen of NR kingde 
‚of God be ready and willing to do all this. When a cour 
is in want of the proper forces of defense, when her yo 
‚ men do not readily come forward it is a sign of a sad want of | 
patriotism—when a church stands in want of forces to ac Re 
complish the work of the Lord it is a sign of a sad wan tORT 


| falth. 


Me All of these general and individual aetirider of hie ehnuah 1 
. „rest, however, on the proper and earnest prayer of the churc 


one of active prayer and a activity. The work 
. "work of God, the ability is not of man but of God, and to 
ee we must turn for success and inspiration. 


us and to all men. As an old and tried pastor one time re 
marked; “Brethren, we have too much begged for the : ord + 
and too little of him.” There is no success to be found in 
 . Pursuing the work of the church merely as a business vent Te 
it must be approached and executed as an holy office in th 
kingdom of the Lord our God. The success he then will grai 1 
according to the fullness of his ‚grace, Lord, prosper The 
ee ex Kingdom. Amen. a 
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